
 
 

 
 
 
Release: 2020 
Cert (UK): PG 
Country: UK 
Language: In English and Arabic 
Runtime: 1 hour 44 mins 
Director: Ben Sharrock 
Written by:   Ben Sharrock             
Cinematography :  Nick Cooke 
Cast:  Amir El-Masry,  Sidse Babett Knudsen, Kenneth Collard 
 

Ben Sharrock is a Scot who has previously lived and worked with 
refugees in Syria and Algeria. He set out to make a film which 
describes the plight of refugees not in their homeland but here in 
Britain where they wait for the process to see if they will be 
accepted or not. To make them even more cut off, the film is set 
on a remote Scottish island (Uist:  the first film ever made here), 
where there is nothing for them or the locals to do.  
‘If all of that makes ‘Limbo’ sound tremendously heavy, the 

opposite is true: this is perhaps more than anything a comedy, a picture 
whose dry wit recalls that of another Scottish filmmaker, Bill Forsyth, who, 
in the 1980s, gave us wonderfully wry comedies like ‘Gregory’s 
Girl’ and ‘Local Hero’. Sharrock has a similar lightness of 
touch, even though his film has some serious 
underpinnings: It’s a reflection on what happens when 
individuals from disparate places get together and need to 
define, for themselves above all, what “home” means and 
what it means to leave it’ – Stephanie Zacharek, Time. 
The main player is Omar, from Syria, who carries his Oud 
everywhere although he cannot play it as he has an 
injured hand. Around him we also get to know other 
refugees and the local islanders, some who try to help 
(the film begins with a ‘cultural awareness course’), 
others who simply feel threatened; together they are all in a kind of limbo, 
waiting for something (anything?) to happen…  
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